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~ary. | thought it was the right course to
take, but when the season changed, and we
found there was more hay ent than was
required in the country, these people became
entitled to some eompensation. The com-
pensation they got was an advance of 25s.
per ton, with numerous strings attached to
it. T hope that even at this, the eleventh
hour, the Government will deal with each of
those cases on its merits, Mr. Kelsall, for
instance, had a fine erop of wheat. The
Minister for Agrieulture knows the official
to whom this farmer spoke ahout the mat-
ter. I will not mention the oflicial's name.
In view of the facts T have stated 1 ask the
Government to extend consideration to the
farmers affected. I do not say that it
should take the farmers en bloe and give
everyone who is landed with hay something.
On the othey hand, farmers in remote dis-
tricts who never hefore ent hay are entitled
to something more than an advance of 23s.
per ton with all sorts of unfavourable con-
ditions attgched to it. But I will not enlarge
upon that aspeet now.

1 am glad to learn from the Speech that
the Ministry does not intend to increase taxa-
tion. At a time like this that matter should
he left to the absolute discretion of the Gom-
monwealth Government. In view of Western
Mustralia™s surplus, about which we have
heard lately, it is only proper that exira
taxation should be left alone as regards this
State. Finally, as to the debt structure of
the primary producer, a great deal has heen
heard about primary producers’ debts. Tt is
gratifying to know to-day that on aceount
of flhie drastie times we ave facing and will
have to face, many people who are against
that type of legislation are to-day looking
forward to some alteration in the debt strue-
ture not only of the primary produeers hut
also of others who have suffered thronpgh
war conditions. T support the motion for
the adoption of the Addvess-in-veply.

On motion hy the Chief Secvetary, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 5.51 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pa. and read prayers.

MOTION—CONDOLENCE,
The Lute €. J. Lambert, M L.A.

THE DEPUTY PREMIER (Hon. H.
Millington—M1. Hawthorn) [431]: 1
nove—

That this Ifouse desires to place upon its re-
cords its profound sense of the loss sustained
in the passing of the late George James Lam-
bert, @« member of this Ttouse, and that an ex-
pression of the sincerest sympathy of members
be conveyed to his widow nnd family by My,
speaker.

During s life, and very early in his life,
My. Lambert established a iine record
of public achievement. Some 37 vears
ago, when quite a voung man, he was
elected o member of the Nalgoorhe
Munieipal Couneil and  served in- that
capacity for some time. About 25 years
ago he was elected a:  member of
this Chamber for (oolgardie, and later as
member for Yilearn-Coolgarvdie, which seat
he held at the time of his death. In addi-
tion to his wide general knowledge, he
Iwought to this Honse a special knowledge
ol mining and metallnrgy. He was also a
most enthusiastie supporter of the indus-
tria]l development of Western Australin.
Tn all these publie aetivities he served his
weneration faithfully and well. T helieve,
however, that he would mo=st desire to be
rememhered for his genial and bright
friendslup. He was a most companionahle
man, one to whom we eonld refer as a
“‘wond mixer.”' During his lile he gathered
an incredible store of knowledge and ex-
pevience, and we all know how delighted

he  was  to  veeount his  experiences.
We  shall remember him in that  re-
gspeet.  He  also  possessed  considerable

intliative and oviginality. At times he was
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an extremecly candid critie, ruthless and
almost merciless, but his eriticism was de-
livered with such good humour that it
never pave offenec or eaunsed ill-will. Ne
one was exactly like (ieorge Lambert; he
was an original character and will be long
esteemed for his personal nualities. He
was utterly unselfish. ‘We pre disposed
at times such as these to dwell on the pass-
ing of a friend and comrade with a eertain
degree of sadness: hut on this oceasion, I
feel we shall all remember our late member
as @ splendid pal. I believe he would so
like us to think of him. Therefore, in
addition to the splendid publie service that
he rendered to the State, we shall also re-
member him for his geniality and irue
eompanionship.

HON. C. & LATHAM (York) [436]: I
second the motion. One of our regrets is
that the friendships which we form in this
House, irrespeciive of political parties, are
severed by the passing away of men like
the Iate Mr, Lamhert. He was a great per-
sonal friend of mine. We were closely
assoclated with cach other hecause of the
proximity of our rooms. We, therefore,
eame into contact with ench other much
more than do other members who do not
frequent the House so much. A few mem-
bers who continually do their work at
Parliament House form a close eompanion-
ship which eannof exist hetween members
who are not so eclosely and econtinually
thrown together during the day-time, hut
only meet when the House s sitting.  As
the Deputy Preinier has said, the late Mr,
Tambert was a hrainy man.  Very few
knew more ahout {he minerals of this State
than he knew. He had the ufmost confi-
dence in the State, and I feel sure he
would have liked to be spared longer so
that he counld have exploited our minceral
wealth. He did mueh for the mining indus-
try of the State, from the north to the
south, T have seen samples of minerals
sent to him, and I know the work he did
in eonneetion with them through his asso-
ciation with many eompanies that were
exploiting our minerals. At one fime,
when Mr. Lambert was in Opposition, 1
listened to one of the finest speeches on
the mineral wealth of this State that Y
have ever heard. The speech was reprinted
in one of the representative mining journals
of Australia. Mr. Tambert was noted for

his keen desire to assist the development
of the mining industry, not only gold-
wining. I agree with the Deputy Premier’s
remarks about his joviality. He was an
outstanding personality. At tines he
could in this House have heen spiteful;
undounbtedly he was cynieal, but despite
all that he had that in his make-up which
carned him many friendships. To his
widow angd family I desire to express
o hehalf of this scetion of the Opposi-
tion our deepest sympathy. I think Mr.
l.ambert was married while a member of
this House, and T veeollect on one oceasion
hix hringing his ehildren to the House, He
was a good father and will no doubt be
sorely missed by Mrs. Lambert and his two
children.

HON. N. KEENAN (Nedlands) [4.40]:
On behalf of the Naticiinl Party, I desire
lo support the motion submitted by the
Deputy Premier.  Mr. Lambert was known
to me possibly longer than to any other
member of the House. He was 2 manieipal
conneillor when T was Mayor of Kalgoorlie,
Somchow, I have alwavs felt that, in a mea-
sure, the tramming he had—1I shall not say
under my guidance—in the municipal coun-
il tormed the basis for his later public life.
At that time he was 2 man who had a
great future as a metallurpist. He had a
wide and ecomplete knowledge of minerulogy,
and wax acquainted with the oceurrence of
minerals in varions parts of Western Aus-
tralia. Had he chosen to adopt that
branch of science for his future earecr, in-
stead of devoting himself to the public life
of the Stute, he might have died a very
wealthy man. 8o, from the very outset, it
may be truly said of him that he was pre-
pared to make sacrifice of his personal in-
terests in order to embark upon a public
duty. Had he not adopted that eourse, he
would have attained much greater affluence
in life. Now he has gone from amongst
us, and the motion bhefore the House is
one of condolence with his family as well
as one expressing our appreciation of his
merits. Of course, George Lambert had
faults, but so have we all. However, he had
the singular good fortune that his very
faults were of a nature that endeared him
to those he met. The exercise of his gift
of making, as the Deputy Premier said, eut-
ting comments or chiding remarks was n'-
most always accompanied by g smile that
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rohbed his utterances of all hurt. Indeed,
1 seldom heard him eritieise unless there
was warrant for that adverse comment.
After all, it there is something descrving
of eriticism, we must adopt that course even
if the procedure involves us in creating, for
the time being, personal enemies of those
we must criticise.  Again [ say the late
(icorge Lambert had singular good fortune
in that the faults he had ean all he casily
forgotten and his virtnes always remem-
hered.

MR. STUBBS (\Wagin) [$+4371: As oue
who has been associated for over 30 years
with the Legislative Assembly, 1 wish to
pay a humble tribute to the memory of a
cood man, On hundreds of oecasions be-
tween 10 and 11 o'clock in the morning, the
laute Mr. Lambert was accustomed to enter
the writing room attached to this Chamber,
to open his correspondence at the desk ad-
joining that at which I was sitting. 1 say
trankly that had that man devoted his time
and talents to metallurgy, which subjeet be
had studied for many years, he would have
heen a very rich man. However, for nearly
25 years he preferred to be a humble unit
in the Parlinmentary life of his adopted
State. Above and beyond all that, George
Lambert had the most pronounced kindness
of heart of any man I have ever known.
Why do I make that assertion? I do so
heeanse T had ample opportunity to become
aware of the fact on scoves of oceasions.
Many a time would he place correspondence
on my desk and ask me what T would do if T
had received such eommunieations. I gave
my personal opinion regarding what T would
do. Sometimes George Lambert donbled,
and ever trebled, the assistance that I had
snggested, and T know that each time he
sent away that assistanee it was to help
zome unfortunate family. The world was
vicher for the presenee of a man of his
character and all the poorer for his depar-
ture. T merely add that T hope his widow
and family will never want. I am glad of
the opportunity to pay my humble tribute to
a rood man.

Question put and passed; members stand-

ing.

CHAIRMEN (TEMPORARY) OF
COMMITTEES.
Me. SPEAKER: T desire fo announer
that T have appointed My, Withers, Mr, T

Hegney and Mr. Seward to be temporary
Chairmen of Commitiees for the session.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS.
Transport of Perishable (Products.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Ministey for
Ruilways: 1, Having in view the inability
of a anmber of primavy producers, on ste-
vount of petrol rationing, te Forward eggs,
fruit, vegetables and other products to mar-
kets by motor vehicle, is it his infention to
ensure that the same eareful handling that
is provided by motor hauliers will be en-
suved when produets ave sent to market hy
rail? 2, Is he able to give an assurance
that forwarding charges will not exceed
those hitherto levied when transport has
heen made hy notor truck !

The MINTSTER FOR RAILWAYS ve-
plied: 1, Not heing aware of the eenditious
under which the motor haulicrs operate or
of the charges they make, the Government
is not in a position to reply to the questions
asked, but the hon, member may rest as-
sured that the same caveful handling whicl
the railways have always given the produce
mentioned will eontinne. 2, Answered hy

No. 1.

QUESTION—TROLLEY BUSES.

As to Use of Trailers.

AMr. NORTH asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: Tn view of the difficulty experienced
hy the varions experts in solving the prob-
lem of inadequate transport, during peak
periods, for Claremont and Nedlands bnsg
patrons, why should not trailers be con-
structed focally, and hauled by the trolley
huses?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied : The power equipment of trolley imses
or tnotor buses does not permit of their
hauling & loaded trailer,

QUESTION—PACIFIC PROBLEMS.
Reference by Sir F. Eggleston.

Mr. TONKIN {without notice) nsked the
Deputy Premier: 1. Has the atiention of the
Covernment Treen drawn to the paragraph
appearing in lo-day's issne of the “West
Aunstralian” under the heading ‘“Pacific Prolh-
lems,” in which paragraph Sir F, Eggleston
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is reported to have stated his preference for
the bombs in Chungking to the stink bombs
of Australian politics? 2. Will the Govern-
ment take steps to see that one who thinks
so little of, and talks so disparagingly about,
Australian polities is relieved of the obliga-
tion lo represent Australia in another coun-
iry?

The DEPUTY PREMIER replied: My
attention has been eelled to the paragraph
in question. The matter will be considered
by the Government.

SITTING DAYS AND HOURS.

On motion by the Deputy Premier or-
dered: That the House, unless otherwise
ordered, shall meet for the despatch of busi-
ness on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thurs-
days at 4.30 p.m., and shall sit until 6.15
p.m., if necessary, and, if requisite, from 7.30
p-m., onwards,

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS,
PRECEDENCE.

On motion by the Deputy Premier or-
dered: That on Tuesdays and Thursdays
Government business shall take precedence of
all motions and orders of the day.

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 1) £2,500,000.
Standing Orders Suspension.

On motion by the Deputy, Premier re-
solved :—

That so much of the Standing Orders be
sngpended am iz necessary to enable resolu-
tions from the Committecs of Supply and of
Ways and Means to be reported and adopted
on the same day on which they shall have
passed those Committees, and also the passing
of a Supply Bill through all its stages in one
day, and to enable the business aforesaid to
be entered upon and dealt with before the
Address-in-reply is adopted.

Hon. C. (. Laitham: Have you received a
Message from the Lient.-Governor, Mr.
Speaker?

Mr. SPEAKER: Not yet!

Hon. C. G. Latham: You cannot proceed
with this business without snch 2 Message.

Mr. SPEAKER: We are waiting for the
Licut.-Governor's Message now. As it has
not yet arrived I shall leave the Chair until
the ringing of the bells, which I hope will be
in about 30 minutes’ time.

Sitting suspended from 5.3 p.m. te 5.38 p.m.

Message,

Message from the Lieut.-Governor re-
ceived and read recommending appropria-
tion for the purposes of the Bill.

In Committee of Supply.

The House resolved into Committee of
Supply, Mr. Withers in the Chair.

THE DEPUTY PREMIER (Hon. H.
Millington—Mt, Hawthorn) [538]: I
move—

That there be granted to His Majesty on

account of the services of the year ending
the 30th June, 1942, a sum not exceeding
£2,500,000.
Supply is needed to meet State require-
ments pending the passing of the Estimates.
The Estimates are being prepared and will
be submitted to the House at an early date.
Expenditure is being closely watched and
savings are being effected wherever possible.
Owing to war conditions, inereased expen-
diture in some directions is unavoidable.
We must make provision for the basic wage
increase, for increased cost of materials, for
concessions in railway fares to soldiers, for
the pay-roll tax under the child endowment
scheme and for the protection of publie
property. The amount somght is the same
as that granted under No. 1 Supply Bill
last year, namely £2,500,000 and is made np
as follows:—

Consolidated Revenue ¥und . £1,850,000
General Loan Fund .. 350,000
Advance to Treasurer 300,000

£8,500,000

The expenditure for the first three months
of last year was £1,740,719 execluding expen-
diture under special Aects amounting to
£1,133,333. The latter amount included in-
terest and sinking fund payments, ete. The
amount from General Loan Fund will be
required to meet expenditure on essential
serviees in conformity with the arrangement
made with the Commonwealth Government.
The Advance to Treasurer is to provide
funds to meet immediate requirements whick,
for the time being, cannot be cleared or
charged to votes. Last year it was estimated
that there would be a deficit of £166,687,
whereas the year's operations showed a sur-
plus of £11,111. The actaal revenue last
year was £11,432,068 compared with the esti-
mate of £11,217,152, an increase on the esti-
mate of £214,916,



30 [ASSEMBLY.)

Uspally when Supply is sought we are
ssked why the money is required. The
amount of £2,500,000 represents about one-
fourth of the year’s requirements and we
have to make arrangements to pay that sum
out of Consolidated Revenue. The amount
of £1,850,000 is being expended on the ord-
inary services of the State. I made some in-
quiries about this matter beeause there is
often a disposition to assume that the Gov-
ernment, in moving for Supply, is asking for
a blank cheque. That is not so. We are at
the beginning of August and, of the
£2,500,000, about one-third has already been
expended on the warrants of the Lieut.-
Governor. For instance, members have re-
ceived their salaries for the month of July.
The halance is required to earry us over the
next two months.

Hon. N. Keenan: Salaries do nu'
<ount for the whole of that money.

The DEPUTY PREMIER: No, but con-
sider the railways, a very big spending de-
partment! Al the money earned by the
railways is paid into Consolidated Revenue
and ean be paid out only on the authorisa-
tion of the Lieut.-Governor. Money is re-
quired to meet the expenditure of such a
department because its earnings are being
paid into Consolidated Revenue, and can he
paid out only on the warrant of the Licut.-
Governor. The £350,000 from General Loan
Fund represents about one-fourth of the
total that will be expended over the year.

Hon, C. G. Latham: Less than one-fourth.
You spent close on twelve millions last year.

The DEPUTY PREMIER: No. I am
speaking now of Loan funds. The Lean
funds will not be as heavy; this £350,000
represents about one-fourth. T% depends on
the works alrveady anthorised, such us the
Stirling Dam, the extension of the sewerage
system, water supplies and drainage and
certain buildings, all of which works are
now in progress. The advance from the
Treasury, as 1 pointed out, is for items
which cannot be identified for the moment,
but are afterwards sorted out. Therefore,
when it is suggested—as was suggested on
the last occasion—that this is a blank cheque,
I take the carliest opportunity to point out
that we are asking for Supply for three
months of this financial year, one month of
which has already expired. The money is
required for the ordinary services for this
period,

ac-

HON. C. G&. LATHAM (York) [547]: X
draw attention to the faect that this is a
Committee of Ways and Means, and that it
is the one chance we have to express our
opinions on this matter before the prepara-
tion of the Estimates. I appeal to members
to take this opportunity to direct the Govern-
ment how the expenditure should be in-
enrred. If members will do that, they will
he earrying out their obligations to those
who elected them to Parliament. True, year
after year a Supply Bill is brought down.
It is also true that an advance is made to
the Treasurer before the Estimates are sub-
mitted to the House. I cannot recall an in-
stance when that advance has not been made.
On occasions there has been stubborn resis-
tance by the Opposition. I do not propose
on this occasion to offer stubborn resistance,
but it is time members realised their obliga-
tion to the people who elected them. Despite
what the Deputy Premier has told the House
—he said that the advance was for onme-
fourth of the year's requirements—unless the
Government is going materially to reduce
expenditure in comparison with that for
lost year, that statement is not correet. The
expenditure from Consolidated Revenue last
vear—not from Loan funds—was, I remind
membhers, £11,420,957.

Mr. Cross: Essential services must be car-
ried on.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T am not going to
have the hon. member on the back Govern-
ment benches trying o inform me on some.
thing of which he knows nething.

Mr. Cross: That is your opinion.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The Deputy
Premier is asking for a sum of £1,850,000
from Consolidated Revenwe and £350,000
from General Loan Fund. Members will
see that, on last year’s figures, that sum
represents only about two months’ Supply,
unless the Government can satisfy the
Opposition that expenditure is going to be
materially reduced. For that reason I have
risen to appeal to members to express their
views on this subject. Surely it is our
responsibility to direct the Government how
to expend money which is ¢ollected by taza-
tion and other means from the people whom
we represent.

Mr. J. Hegney: Give us an indication of
how we are to do it.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: Do not be in a
hurry. There is still half an hour before we
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adjourn for tea, and we shall have a ecouple
of hours afterwards. We on this side of
the House are not here to put forward a
policy on behalf of the Government, but to
eriticise and try to assist the Government
in every way possible. If the hon. member
is patient enongh, we will endeavour to put
forward suggestions by which we think ex-
penditure can be reduced without detriment
to the people, of whom the hon. member is
a representative in this Chamber. Year
after year, as the Revenue and Loan Esti-
mates are submitted to Parliament, we hear
members on the Government cross benches
clamouring for more money fo be spent in
their distriets.

Mr. J. Hegney: You do, too.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I doubt whether
the hon. member hos ever beard me make
one request for a pettifegging requirement
of my district, which gets a fair deal from
the Government in proportion to the amount
of the revenue, although I do not say my
constituents are satisfied. The member for
Canning (Mr. Cross) would not be satis-
fied if all the revenue of the State was
spent in his distriet. The cost of returning
him to this House, as far as the clectors
generally are coneerned, is out of proportion
to the value they receive.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Hon. members
nrust keep order.

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: I must reply to
these interjections. My main consideration
—and I know I am expressing the opinion
of Country Party members—is to eurtail
expenditure without doing injury to the
people of the State, and to try to prevent
wilful waste. That is the greatest war
effort we can make. The people this State
taxes are taxed also by the Commonweslth
Government. We know that today every
effort is being made to raise sufficient money
to meet the expenditure required in order
snecessfully to end the war. A terrifie load
is in consequence being placed on the people.
I do not speak for all my colleagues on the
point I now make, but my opinion is that
we should extract the last shilling possible
by means of taxation to meet the war ex-
penditure; that is, without unduly impover-
ishing the people.

Mr. J. Hegney: We are getting close to
that now.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The war must be
paid for. Is it not far betier to raise money

by taxation than to place on the people a
crushing burden of interest that would have
to be paid on loan moneyst Even so, we
eannot raise sufficient money by meens of
taxation. The amount that the Federal
Treasurer must find to finance the war is
stupendous.

Mr. J. Hegney: Three hundred millions!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It is well over
that sum, and yet the money must be found
by the seven millions of people comprising
the population of Australia. The only meuns
by which the money can be razised is by
taxation and loans, except, I regret to say,
another method which is being adopted.
There is taking place to-day o certain
amount of inflation, which to my mind i= the
cruellest form of taxation, It affects not
only middle-class people, but also the worker,
the man who has saved a few pounds for his
old age and for his wife and children. e
suddenly finds that he has only half the
value of that which he has saved. I appeal
to hon. members to give a lead, While I ad-
mit that mest of the brains of the Labour
Party are to be found on the front bench,
I do not think all the brains are there. Con-
sequently I xurge members on the eross-
benehes to get behind their Government; to
express themselves and sce how far they ean
assist in preparing an estimate thaf will
leave the field of taxation as wide as possible
for the National Government; and at the
same time provide sufficient money to meet
the requirements of this Governmeut, after
having safisfied themselves that there is no
extravagant expenditore. I do not wish to
weary members by quoting many figures,
but I do desire te give some from our own
returns in order that they may have an idea
of the terrific taxation imposed by the pres-
ent Government, The figures I give will
satisfy the House that the taxation levied on
the people of this State is not justified. I
happen to have occupied a seat on the op-
posite side of the Chamber for a short
period, and I know how diffienlt it is to
check expenditure with departmental officers,
They know what the people want and they
try to give it to them to the best of their
ability, but it all costs money. I repeat the
words of an old sage who said that Parlia-
ment does not exist to give the people what
they want but what is good for them. Surely
that was a wise statement.

Mr. Cross: Cromwell said that, did he
not?
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Hon. C. G. LATHAM: We are not in this
place to put our ear to the ground to find
out what is wanted by the people, but to
lead the people in the right direction. We
should try to aseertain how it is possible to
raect the reasonable requirements of the
public with as little expenditure as possible.
The figures I am about to quote reveal the
extravagance of the present Government and
the extremely high taxation it has imposed.
In 1932-33, the year that the change of
Government occurred, taxation colleetions
totalled £1,128,515 and that year we had a
deficit of £864,08l. Those figures total
£1,992,586. If this year's taxation eollections
are considered, it will he found that they
amounted to £1,999,098 more then those for
1932-33 or double the amount that was ex-
pended from Consclidated Revenue plus the
defieit for that year. Those are astounding
figures and should be horne in mind. Mem-
bers will find that taxation has incrensed
tremendously.

The Deputy Premicr: Why not edify the
House by quoting your deficit for the two
years prior to the change of Government?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : I will quote them.
I brought them in case the Deputy Premier
wanted me to quote them. I will give
figures from the returns if the hon. mem-
ber will be n ready reckoner and add them
up. The deficit for 1931-32 was £1,567,896.
At that time we had to pay a full rate of
intersst on all our debts. By legislation
that interest has since heen reduced 22V%
per eent. I intend to give the revenue
figures in order that members will see that
there was no extraction both ways.

The Deputy Premier: There was another
one and a half millions the other year.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I will give the
Deputy Premier the other figure too.

The Deputy Premier: We may as well
have them all,

Hon. C, G, LATHAM: The figure {or the
previous year was £1,420,539. Let us see
what we took by way of tnxation in those
years. I intend to give the figures relating
to expenditure on people who were thrown
out of employment at that time.

My. Cross: Do not forget the 20 per cent.
cut in salaries that year. You took that
as well.

The Deputy Premier: I think you have
stirred a yuagmire.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: The Deputy Pre-
mier is also unnecessarily inquisitive,
However, we shall see that he has the
figures he requires. It is nice to have these
returns; they are so handy. I daresay
members would aegnire & wealth of know-
ledge if they would only consult the re-
turns.

Mr, Tlodoreda; Why not leave this till
the Address-in-reply?

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: This is a more
appropriate oceasion on which te deal with
the matter. In 1932-33 the expenditure
was £8,332,153 and in the previous year,
when the big defieit oecurred, it was
£8,035,316.

Mr. Cross: That is without the 20 per
cent. cut in salaries, too!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: To obtain a fair
idea of what expenditure took place, it is
well for us to knoew what had to be found
to assist those who were unemployed. For
1931-32 no less a sum than £653,031 was
expended in wunemployment velief. The
next year £357,721 was spent. Since that
time, os I have pointed out, a reduetion of
interest of 2214 per cent. has been effccted
by Aet of Parliament and otherwise, so
that charges against Government revenue
to-day are not nearly as high as they were
at that time. I have referred to those
figures hecause it is time members realised
what is oeccwrring. Slowly and surely the
State indehtedness is growing and taxa-
tion is increasing out of all proportion to
the inerease in population. That is a very
serious matter in a State like Western Aus-
tralia. In 1932-33 the taxation collections
were £1,128,515. Last year they totalled
£2,996,054. There was a deficiency of
£146,825, which made a total of £3,142,879.
This year there is not o defieit but a surplus
of £11,111, the revenue amounting to
£3,127,604.

Mr. Rodoreda: That is from taxation.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: From taxation
alone. That is a very sunbstantial sum.
Repeatedly we complain that manufacturers
do not establish themselves and their under-
takings in Western Australia, There is a
very good reason why that is so. Apparently
this State is endeavouring to out-distance
every other State in the matter of taxation.
I have not perused the latest returns, but I
understand the only State where the taxation
is heavier than in Western Australia is
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Queensland. In such cireumstances people
will never be encouraged to establish manu-
factories here if they know they can manu-
facture their goods elsewhere, ship them to
Western Australia and cven then save money.
In consequence of this, our people are the
sufferers. For that I blame the Government.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Our sparse popula-
tion has & good deal to do with that position.

Hon. C. . LATHAM: It has very litte
to do with it.

Hon. W. D. Johnson:
with it.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: 1 shall remind
the hon. member of a few things if he will
but remain in his seat long cnough to enable
ne to do so.

Hon. W. D. Johnson:
here to listen to monsense.

Ilon. C. G. LATHAM: The hon. member
need not expeet to hear nonsense from mem-
bers sitting on the Opposition side of the
House. My earnest desire s that members
generally will interest themselves in the fin-
ances of the State, and that they will recog-
nise the factors that make for snecess ov
failure. I am aware that this one factor
does not determine whether we shall attract
population and whether we shall make a
sheeess of our industries, but I know that
those engaged in our primary industries do
not enjoy a position similar to ordinary busi-
ness people who can elose their establish-
ments, go elsewhere and still trade with this
State. Qur primary producers are carrying
a load that is becoming unbearable. I admit
that the State is confronted with some addi-
tional expenditure. Our interest bill has in-
crensed, roughly, by about £12,000, our sink-
ing fund charges by £35,000, and the cost of
exchange by about £5,000. The great bulk
of that added eost has been offset by the re-
duction in the amount required for the
employment of relief workers, for which
purpose money was usually provided from
Con=olidated Revenue, T contend, rightly so,
that the duty devolves not only upen the
Ciovernment to elosely serutinise expenditure,
but that it rests with every hon. member. The
best contribution we ean make to the war
effort is to reduce our expenditure in every
pos<ibie way, thereby leaving the major
fiecld vpen to the Federal Government to im-
pose taxation for war purposes. I have a
suzzestion to make, and I trust the Govern-
ment will give due consideration to it. As I

It has all to do

I will not remain

have said, a duty devolves not only upon the
Government but upon eack one of us to
assist ib a striet supervision of our finanees.
With that end in view, I suggest that an hon-
orary committee be set up comprising five
members, representative of both sides of the
House, to iuvestizate Government and de-
partmental expenditure with a view to ascer-
taining whether there is avoidable waste. I
am positive that if we conduet such an in-
vestigation, we shall find that waste ocecurs.
I am sure that Opposition members will give
their serviees free for such a purpose. On the
Government side, I am positive there are
members (uite competent and willing to
assist along these lines, We ave all aware
that Ministers have their time fully oceupied
in their departments, and eannot be expeeted
to go round jooking into matters with o view
to determining whether money is being spent
foolishly. On the other hand, many mem-
bers know and see, as 1 do, where wasle
gors on and where cconomy could he exer-
cised.

Mr. Rodoreda: Name one instance!
sny everyong can see them,

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: Does not the hon,
member know of such instances?

Mr. Rodoreda: No!

Hon. €. {+, LATHAM:
member’s ¢yes must be shut,

Mr. Rodoreda: Tell us of one instunce?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : If proper coniro]
were exercised over the use of Government
motor cars, a considerable sum of money
would be saved annually, in addition
to which the quantity of petrel consumed
would he appreciably reduced. Repeatedly
along the Slirling Highway one ecan see a
Giovernment car proeeeding with 2 single
oflicer.  Five ininutes later another (iovern-
ment ear will pass, and still another, all
three going in the same direction. Does
nuy iremler suggest that some little organi-
sation could not obviate that practice,
without doing injury to anyone? The
member for Rochourne knows that is true.

Mr. Rodovedn:.I wanted the infornation
from vou; vou made the statement.

Hon, C. (. LATHAM: I think the sug-
gestion I make is worthy of the (overn-
went’s  neceptance, Were that course
adopted, it would represent a eontribution
on the part of members of this llouse, and
would be an indieation that we are pre-
pared to assist the CGovernment at a time

You

Then the hon.
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the fnllest possible assistance 1is
essential. I do not suggest that the com-
mittee should be inguisitorial. It wonld
aseertain whether full value was received
for the money expended and that waste
was avoided. T think that if the wmatter
were gone into fully we would probably be
able to relicve the people of cxpenditure
totalling close upon £1,000,000.

n view of the financial results obtained
during the year ended the 30th June last,
the people have surely awakened to the
fact that the statements made by the Pre.
mier on the hustings regarding taxation re-
lief, were simply misleading. I refer par.
ticularly to his promise that the Govern-
ment wonld abolish  the financial  emer-
geney tax, At the time, the people
would not belicve the statements of Oppo-
sition memhers when they assured them
that the offeet of the Uovernment’s pro-
posals were not along the lines the Premier
indieated. There has been no abolition of
the finaneinl emergeney tax, and under the
tiovernment's proposals taxation has been
greatly inereased. In fact, the people are
paying taxation (wiee over in respect of
the one income, 'The finaneial emergency
tax was colleeted at the source, and is now
being rollected under another name. The
people realise that they are heing faxed at
the source just as they were before, but the
impost is now called an income tax.

Mr. Cross: Who introduced the financial
cmergeney tax?

Hon. ¢. ¢i. LATHAM: Now the people
know that they were misinformed and that
a lot of dust was thrown in their eyes. I
rememher onee rveading a  statement by
Edmund DBuvke, which seems to he very
apt in the light of the Government’s taxa-
tion methods. DBurke said, *‘People never
give up their liberties but under some de-
Jusion.””  That they were deloded vesard-
ing the financiul emergeney ax s evident.
They were deluded then if ever they were
deluded at all. The effect of the Govern-
ment’s action is that instead of paying a
financial emerpency tax plus an income tax,
the people are now required to pay an in-
come fax, the amouni of which is far in
excess of the aggregate of the two earlier
taxes. That represents mere misleading
of the publie, and they wil! not forget it.
They are now taxed twice in respeet of the
one income, a course unheard of in the
past. I know that the Qovernment must be

when

provided with funds. ]t is necessary to
grant supply pending the presentation of
the Istimates. T hope we will have the
Estimates before us at an early date, and
that departmental oflieers, despite their
heing hard pushed to it because of de-
pleted staffs due to enlistments, will send
in their returns promptly so that the
Auditor-Gieneral may he in a pesition to
advise Parliament regarding the finaneial
position of the State. We should have
his views upon the expenditure ineurred
prior to the Estimates being placed before
us, The Auditor-General is the only officer
we have to advise and direet us, and I hope
we shall be able to peruse his report at an
varly date. T do not propose to offer any
ohjection to the Bill. I assure the Govern-
ment that my suggestion regarding a com-
mittee of members is proflcred in gocd
faith. 11 such a committee were appointed,
we could aseertain whether it was possible
to reduce State cxpenditure, and thereby
cnable the Government to colleet more
funds without injuring our war effort.

.-'s'ir!ing suspended from 6.15 te .50 p.n.

THE DEPUTY PREMIER (Hon. H.
Millington—>Mt. Hawthorn) [7.30]: The
Leader of the Opposition has used this
motion as a vehiele for making an all-round
attack on the poliey of the Uovernment. I
would not take so much exeepiion to that
ware it not that he aceused the Premier, on
the hustings, of misleading the people. TIn
what way did the Premier mislead the
people?

Hon. C. G. Latham: T told you.

The DEPUTY PREMIER: I will tell the
hon member what the Premier said on that
oceasion.

Hon. C. G. Latham: That speech is not
in “Hansard.”

The DEPUTY PREMIER: What the
Premier said was that from the amalgamaterd
taxes he would have to get as much revenue
as he was collecting from the then inecome
and financial emergency taxes.

ITon. €. G. Latham: Unfortunately for
vou, I shall be making another speech pre-
sently.

The DEPUTY PREMIER : Then the hon.
member will have to speak a little nearer to
the faets, TLet us get the position clear hy
referring to the Premier's statement in
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“Hansard” of the 2nd November, 1939, page
1689. He said—

At the present stage, however, I think we
are able to give some indieation of just what
kind of taxation measure is likely to be intro-
dueed in order to raise nhout the same amount
of meney as is being raised at the present time
under the Financial Emergency Tax Act and
the Tneome Tax Aet.

Hon. C. G. Latham: But that was after
the election. I am referring to his speech
on the hustings.

The DEPUTY PREMIER: That is what
the Premier said in the House.

* Hon. C. G. Latham: Yes, after the clee-
tion.

Mr, Abbott: When the results had heen
achieved.

The DEPUTY PREMIER: Xo;
measure still had te pass this House.

Mre. Thorn: A pity it did not have io
pass the electors.

The DEPUTY PREMIER: On page 1690
of the same “Hansard,” the Premier is re-
ported as follows :—

the

Nevertheless, T have heen informed by the
Taxation Department that the proposed rates
will, in ordinary citcumstanees, return not quite
but almest an amount equivalent to that raised
by means of the two taxes at present.

Hon. C. G. Latham: That was after the
eleetion and not ut the time I am referring
to.

The DEPUTY PREMIER: I will deal
with tha¢ also. The Premier is responsible
for what he said in the House.

Ilon. C. G. Latham: Not on the hustings’?

The DEPUTY PREMIER: The Premier
also said that naturally, if we received Jesx
under the proposcd new tax, the deficieney
would have to be made up in some other
woy, That is how the Premier misled the
people, according to the hon. member. On
the hustings the Premicr did not suggest
otherwise.

Hon, C. G. Latham: T shall get the repont.

The DEPUTY PREMIER: The Premicr
disl not say—and the hon. member cannot
show me that he did—that he was going to
collect a smaller amount by means of the
amalgamated taxes than he was collecting
by way of income tax and financial emer-
geney tax. If we take a fine point, would
anyone suggest that the financial emergeney
tax was not abolished? Of course it was
abolished.

Hon. C. G. Latham: In name!

The DEPUTY PREMIER: There is only
one tax now.

Hon. C. G. Latham: And that includes the
financial emergency tax.

The DEPUTY PREMIER: That is what
we told the electors last time and will tell
them this time.

Hon. C. &. Latham: They will not belicve
you.

The DEPUTY PREMIER: We told the
people that a man with family obligations
would receive concessions under the present
income tax, and this would mean that some-
bedy else would have to pay more, Take a
man on £300 n vesr! A single man under
the ole system prid £3 13s. a year, and under
the present tax he pays £15. Thus the single
man pays more. The Premier on every oc-
casion said that the single man would pay
nore, and every one of us said so on the
hustings. Nohody suggests that a single man
should not pay more., Under the old system,
a married man on £300 a year paid £6
5s.,, and wnder the new tax he pays nothing.
That is what we told the people would hap-
pen.  The whole difference in the taxation
arvangements was that the family man
should receive the advantage of the income
tax allowances and that the single man
should pay more. On eertain higher in-
comes, also, a greater amount of income was
assessed. The result has been that a simi-
lar amount of tax was collected. That was
the foreeast; that was the aim; and Treasury
oflicials were instructed to draw up a seche-
dule that would produee an equivalent
amount of taxation.

Hon. N. Keenan: Did yvon get the same
amount of taxation, or more?

The DEPUTY PREMIER: 1 remember
the Premier betng warned by the Leader of
the Qpposition that he wonld not get an
equivalent amount. As a matter of faef, 1
think he received a little move.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Considerably more!

The DEPUTY PREMIER: The hon.
member’s forecast was that the Premier
would not receive enough.

Hon. C. G. Latham: But he inereased the
amount afterwards.

The DEPUTY PREMIER: No!

Hon. . G. Latham: After the first ve-
turn, he did inerease the rate.

The DEPUTY PREMIER: The rates
shown by the Premier were those that were
cventually adopted. Under the rates placed
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before the House, the Leader of the Opposi-
tion foreeast that the Premier would not
receive an equivalent amount,

Hon. C. G. Latham: That was on the first
lot of figures.

The DEPUTY PREMIER: Probably the
Premier found some additional taxpayers.
Take a man on £350 a year! A single man
was inereased from £13 2s. 6d, to £18 ds. 7d.;
a muen with two children pays only £3 3s. 7d.;
and a man with three children pays £8 15s.
less than he paid under the dual taxes. As
2 matter of fact, o married man with three
children on £350 a year was velieved of the
payment of income tax. Right though, that
is what we said would happen. There was
no misleading the people. There was no
need to vary that statement, because it was
true, and I am positive that that is what
the Premier told the people. He did say
that the financial emergency tax would be
abolished, and it was abolished. This aboli-
tion of the financial emergency tax had been
asked for persistently for a good while,
hecause it was an inequitable tax.

Hon. C. (i. Latham: Your Government
continued it for six years.

The DEPUTY PREMIER: Yes.

Houn. C. ¢. Latham: We had it for only
one year, and yon had it for six.

The DEPUTY PREMIER: Since the
Leader of the Opposition goes hack to
ancient history, I will tell him what his
(iovernment did. His Government was
afraid to impose additional taxation wuntil
the last month of its existence. Then it
imposed & most inequitable tax—a flat rate
for the man on 15s. a week and for the
man on £15 a week. I mention this beeanse
the Leader of the Opposition has held up
his Government as a shining example of
what the present Government should do.
The example set in those three vears was
not one to be recommended to Australian
Treasurers, for it meant going back to the
extent of £3,000,000 in three vears. T, of
course, cast no slur on the hon. member’s
Government, hut I wonder at his calling
attentjon to the matter.

Hon. C. G- Latham: If yor had heen in
office, the amount of the deficit wonld have
heen doubled.

The DEPUTY PREMIER: The cost to
the Treasury in interest alome for the de-
fieits ineurred, apart. from sinking fund,
would be £160,000 a year. That was the

legacy left from those desperately trying
times. I do not, therefore, eall attention to
the matter. But we are not going to have
this put up to us.

Hon, C. G. Latham: You people left uns
that legaey.

The DEPUTY PREMIER: When we had
an opportunity we altered the incidenve of
that inigquitous tax, which feli even on sus-
tenance workers. They were given a few
shillings o week and taxed even on that
amount.

Hon. €. G. Latham: Do you want to con-
tinue this? If you do, we will fell you ahout
the valne of the pound then as compared
with what it is today.

The DEPUTY PREMIER: We are not
going to have that kind of thing fired at
us. Especially do T take exeeption to the
statement that our Premier misled anvone.
I think the Premiev's strongest recommenda-
tion to the people of the State is that he
is an honourable man, and that every state-
ment he makes is a plain statement. He
does make himsell understood. He did so in
this instance, and the people understood him,
The family man who paid £8 13s. per vear
in financial emergency taxation knows that he
pays nothing to-day under the amalzamated
tax; and so he does not consider that he has
been misled. Neither has the single man been
misled, for he was told that he would have
to pay more. Qur concern was for the wan
with family ohligations.

Now as to this Sapply Bill! 1 am not
sure what  the Leader ot the Oppoesition
wants.  First of all he asserts that there is
extravagance and then he says we are not
asking enough, that this amount will not
see us through.

Hon. C. G. Latham:
year’s expenditure, that it will not.
your own figures.

The DEPUTY PREMIER: There are
amounts whieh are not taken into account in
the whole of the expenditnre. Last year the
sum asked for was sufficient to see us
through. This year we ave not asking for an
increase—£2,150,000 Treasurer’s advance and
the advancee from Consolidate 1 Revenue, But
there are other amounts which are spent
throughout the vear, such as the amount
of £1,138,333 under special Act- for payment
of interest and sinking fund and so forth.

Hon. . G. Latham: Far that, ane-twelfth
is set aside every month.

You know, on last

Take
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The DEPUTY PREMIER: Ts e Leader
of the Opposition sure of thnt?

Hon, C. G. Latham: Yes. At any rate, it
used to be set aside. T do not know what
is done now, but T think, if you inquire, yeu
will find that it is done. Your monthly state-
ments, T believe, show it.

The DEPUTY PREMIER : That wonld be
the amowunt last vear, and it was deemed suf-
ficient. This is an account presented by the
Treasury oflicials, and they make it up, after
their expericnee of last year, on this basis,
te an amount of £2,500,000, I do not think
there will be any difliculty in getting through,
As in the ease of every Supply Bill, this
mensure is presented beesuse it is considered
that it will see us through until the Annunal
Fistimates are presented. When the Estimates
are  presented in  detail, then will be the
Opposition’s opportunity to objeet to any
amount of expenditure under it and to sug-
gest economies.

Hon. C. G. Lathamn: No! Now is the time.

The DEPUTY PREMIER: On the con-
trary, the time will be when a detailed stale-
ment has heen made.

Hon. C. G. Latbamn: After the money has
heen spent?

The DEPUTY PREMIER: This Supply
Rill asks for a lump sum to meet expenditure,
and the Bill states what the expenditure will
Le, based on the normal expenditure of a
yvenr. It asks for one-fourth of that folal
expenditure. However, when we are deal-
ing with Estimates the position is entirely
different. Then attention can be called to
the means of saving a million pounds.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Will the Treasurver
accept the adviee to have a eommittee?

The DEPCTY PREMIER: Every item of
expenditure, every work anthorised, is exam-
ined not only Ly the Treasury officials but
by expert officers of the departments. As the
Leader of the Opposition is aware, before
any expenditure is embarked upon the ut-
nwost care is taken to have the matter ecare-
fully examined by the deparimental experts.
I do not know whut ean be done by a com-
mittee, but ihe matfer is one that can be
taken into consideration. I believe the mem-
her for West Perth (Mr. MeDonald) lasi
year suggested a committee to go into the
question of the Emplovment Department.
But we have to remember that the Govern-
ment must take the responsibility of all
this expenditure and the rvesponsibilily of

poliey. 8o that although the proposal put
up by the Leader of the Opposition can be
considered, T would like him to suggest in
what way economics ean be made in the
expenditnre for the eurvent year when the
Estimates arve brought down. There is noth-
ing to go on now, All we are asking is that
in the meantime the necessary finanee for the
first gqnarter of the finaneial year shall be
made available, us regards not ouly money
from revenue and Advanee from Treasuver,
It also the anuthovisation of what is ex-
pected to he the expenditure from loan funds
for the next two months.

Question put and passed.

Iesolution  reported and

adopted.

the veport

I'n Committee of Ways und Means,

The House resolved into Committee of
Wuys and Means, Mr. Withers in  the
Chair.

THE DEPUTY PREMIER (Hon. H.
Millington—Mt.  Hawthorn) [7.50]: 1
move—

" That towards making good the supply grant-
ol to His Majesty for the services of the vear
ending the 30th Tune, 1942, a sum not exceed-
ing £1,870,000 be granted cut of Consolidatedl
Revenue, £330,000 from the General Loan
Fund, and £300,000 from the Public Accounts
for the purpese of temporary advances to be
niede by the Treasorer.
Question put and passed.

and

Resolution the

adopted,

reported report

Bill Introduced.

In aceordance with the foregoing resolu-
tions, Bill introduced and read a first time.

Second Reading.

THE DEPUTY PREMIER
Millington—23It.  Hawthorn)
move—

(Hon. H.
[752]: I

That the Bill I now read a seeond time,

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) [7.52]: I
did not intend to speak again, bui T desire
to eorrvect an impression that hon. memhers
might have geined from the speech of the
Deputy Premier, who I know did not intend
to mislead the House. I have before me the
“West Australian” newspaper of the 23rd
February, 1939, and so that membery will
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have an idea of what I meant, T propose to
read the following, under the heading of
“Taxation” :(—

At the elections of 1933 there was no greater
issue than the iniquitous finaneial cmergeney
tax, under which the Nationalist-Country Party
fivvernment levied taxation at a flat rate. On
its return to power Labour lost no time in re-
deeming its pledge to replace this tax with a
measure conforming as far as possible to the
fundamental principle that taxation should be
levied according to ahility to pay.

While these steps vastly improved the finan-
vial emergeney tax, the Labour Party had
always regarded this tax as a temporary ex-
pedient to be abolished ns soon as the finaneial
porition permitted. Tt must not he allowed tc
heeome a permanent part of the State’s taxa-
tion system, Labour bhelieved that the time
had arrived for this reform to be effected, and
for all taxation from income to be levied under
the seientific prineiples of the Income Tax
Assesgment  Aet, whieh wmade allewanee for
domestic nnd other responsibilities, The ad-
vantage to the taxpayer and to the State of
collretion at the source _coulil be retained.

These propesals were submitted to Parlia-
ment last session, and after passing the Legis-
Intive Assembly were rejeeted by the Council
0Of all the Nationalist and Country Party
members in both Tlouses, only onc voted for
the Bill. There was thua n fundamental dif-
ferenee in the poliey of Labour and the Op-
position,

Lahour was, therefore, asking for a mandate
frum the people to abolish the finaneial emer-
giney tax and eolleet the money required, at
the souree, under the previsions of the Ineome
Tiax Asressment Aet.

The new [neome Tax Assessment Aet passed
by the Labour Government two vears ago had
greatly  simplified  taxation assessment  and
hrought it, as far ns possible, into uniformity
with the Commonwealth and the other States,

The Premier spid that Labour was asking
for a mandate to abolish the tinancial emer-
weney tax. The Labowr Government aholished
only the name.

The Deputy Premier: No!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes! The tax was
still there. T notire, if I may he permitted to
say w0, that the Deputy Premier did not
reply o the statement I made that taxation
had been imposed twice on the same income,
onee by the finaneial emergeney tax at the
source, and again the fellowing year by in-
rome tax at the source. 1 make this reply
merely because the Deputy Premier took me
up on that point. He also said that a sum
of money is not set aside monthly for in-
terest and sinking fund. ‘

The Deputy Premier: T said T was not
sure of that.

Hon:'C. G. LATHAM : If the Deputy Pre-

micr is not sure, perhaps he will allow that
I am right.

Mr. Cross: You might be wrong.

The Deputy Premier: I am not sure.

ITon. C. G. LATHAM: In this statement
which I hold—it is a Government doeument
—the following is set out:—

Tuterest, overseas expenditure

for the month of June, 1941 £149,082

Other intereat . 128,012

Sinking fund . 32,635

I did not say the Alinister had not suffi-
cient money; I said he had not suflicient
maney for three months, taking last vear’s
expenditure as a basis. TIf the Minister is
prepared to say that this is a quarter of the
expenditure for the whole vear, I will aceopt
his statement. 1le must not, however, ex-
pect me to conenr in the passing of a Bill
for a further sum. | say the amount men-
tioned by the Deputy Premier is insuffieient,
hecanse the expenditure for the month of
June was £1,509,315. The Deputy Premier
is now asking for the sum of £1,850,000 out
of Consolidated Revenue, which I say is in-
snlicient. 1 am well aware he did not iu-
tend to mislead the Mouse, but he could not
possibly save more than a million pounds.
For onee, he and T arve in agreement in our
desire to reduce expenditnre. No doubt, he-
fore the THstimates are passed, another
Supply Bill will be braught down. That has
heen the eustom and | have no objeetion to
it. T object to the Minister saying thal these
points onght to be raised when the Estimates
are infroduced. This is the time we ought to
advise the Depnty Premier, before the Esti-
mates are prepared and brought down.
KEvery member of this House is under ve-
sponsibility in that direction. Every wmem-
her represents intellicent electors and onght
to express his views on this subject, He
should tell the eleclors whether he ix - atis-
fled with the taxation levied.

Mr, Raphael: I am not satisfied.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: 1 know the hon.
member is not; therefore let him help me in
the attempt to get il reduced.

Alr, Raphael: 1 would like it abolished
altogether.

Mve. Thorn: So wonld I.

1lon. C. (i. LATHAM: Some of the tax-
ation the State is levying upon the people
to-day should be vedueed. -

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time,
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In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Council.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Second Day.
Dehate resumed from the 31t July.

HON. ¢. @&. LATHAM (York) [83]: [
had thought we might dispense with the
Address-in-reply this ycar, because althongh
the session may have been shortened if we
had discontinued the debate, we would have
been able to get down quicker to the busi-
ness that will come hefore the House. If
anyone is expected to speak on the Address-
in-reply, unfortunately it is the Leader of
the QOpposition, I want to pay myself the
compliment of holding a record as Leader
of the Opposition in this State. I have
occupied that position longer than has any-
one else.

Mr. Cross: You are guite weleome to the
joh.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I find it diffienlt
sometimes to introduce a new vein inte the
speeches made by me from this side of the
House. Looking into the situation earefully,
the House will, T think, agree with me that
there are three most important matters to
which we might today turn our attention.
The fivst 18 to ascertain what effort we can
make towards helping the National Govern-
ment in the sunceessful prosecution of the
war. Whatever we can do, whether by
legislative or administrative aetion or by
voluntary work, we should do. We should
make usze of Parliament as much as possible
in this respeet. The second matter to which
wo should give consideration is one we have
already discussed to-night. I refer to the
financial aspect, Thirdly, we need to examine
the position of people who are engaged in
primary  production. Unfortunately, with
the tnrn of events consequent upon the war,
people are producing many ecommodities that
they will have some diffienlty in disposing
of. That wiil he a problem. Although there
will not be an immediate market for their
enods, these people must live and earry on
their industries. A good deal of thought
will he necessary to enable a policy to be

formulated that will not only help them,
but will also give them encouragement to
keep going.

A further point is that we must see
what we ean do towards framing a post.-war
policy that will provide for adjustments
that must he made after the war, and to
deal with problems that will eonfront us
in placing people who come back from the
war and those who might find themselves
deprived of the opportunity to earn a living
on account of the cessation of the war
business in which they have heen engaged.
If we turnm our attention this session to
those matters we will have a full-time job,
and that is why I wonld have liked to see
the Address-in-reply dispensed with. Tt
would not be easy to abolish the Address-in |
reply by legislation, but it might have been
done by a resolution of the Honse.

The Tieut.-Governor's Specch was an
extremely lengthy one. While it contained
much interesting information, submitted to
the public in an attractive way, it did not
contain a great deal that was not already
publiec knowledge. I intend to guote por-
tions of the Speech. At one stage reference
was made to war work as follows:—

The greatest credit i3 due to the men who
are giving so freely of their knowledge, time
and gkill to ensure that everything will be done
to suppert the fighting services with the best
that ean be supplied.

I do not know why the Government went
to the bother of having that sentence in-
cluded in the Spceeh, because that is a
responsibility we all have to neeept. It is
no compliment. What we who have pro-
tection in Australin and are living under
peace conditions are asked to do, ar any
contribotion we make, is nothing compared
with what the men overseas are doing for
us. It would have heen far better if that
statement had been omitted from the Speech,

The Deputy Premier: T thought that was
a graeeful acknowledgment of honorary
work.

Hon. (. G. LATHADM : It is not, Surely
we have some contribution to make. T do
not think for a moment it was cxpected
that those people chould be seclected for
special eredit. In the seetion desling with
finance T notice it is mentioned that an
amount of £36,128 was spent last year from
the vote providing for unforeseen expendi-
ture to meet war precantion measures. I
have attempted to aseertain from the ac-
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eounts that have been submitted from time
to time how this expenditure was incurred,
but 1 can trace no reference to it and I am
sorry the Government did not give us a
little more information obout it. That is
an interesting item. What is the goed of
mentioning it unless details are given to
show us how the money was expended?
Dealing on page 5 with secondary indus-
tries the Speech, referring to machinery
manufactured here, states—

Machines previously imported are now being

manufactured succesafully within the State,
including electric motors, special purpose
lathes, tocl holders, rockdrill parts, conveyors,
water meters and concrete mixers.
Most of those things have been made here
for a long time. 1 regret to say I do not
think we are lurning them out fast cnongh.
T am not blaming the present Government
for that, but I do blame the past policy of
the Labour Government. We have material,
hut we have not trained men capable
of doing this work. If the position is
examined closely it will be found we are
responsible for that position. The trade
unions in partiecular and we, throngh our
legislation, have discouraged the training
of voung men for this sort of work, The
field for apprentices is so limited in Aus-
tenlia, and partieularly in this State, that
when we find owrselves in » evisis sueh as
that with which we are now faced we have
not the necessary trained men. To me it is
disgusting to find that, cven in the huilding
trade, there is a shortage of skilled labour.
We should have plenty of trained men, but
today little is done, apart from ordinary
labouring, BEven if a trained man has to
go baek to labouring, he will not he the
worse off for that. Should the oppertunity
arise to enahle him to apply his knowledge
and training, so much the better.

The Deputy Premier: There are no men
available in the Eastern States.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: No! I repeat now
what I have said on former oceasions. It
disgusts me to know that foreigners are able
to come here and engage in certain classes of
work. They undertake the work and our
men do the labouring. This is one of the
post-war problems to which we should give
consideration now. [f it is impossible to
train men in any particular trade, we
should provide voeational training,

The Deputy Premier: 1 assure you the
Government is not 'vmploying those foreign-

ers. If they are employed, it must be by
contractors.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Probably that is
s0; they are employed by contractors and,
possibly, by private individuals. I do not
charge the Government with deing so. I
am anxious that we shall provide the re-
quisite voeational training. If a man who
is employed to clean our streets has been
edueated, and has learnt a trade, he will
certainly elean omr streets better than will
n man without education and without a
trade. I have always claimed that we
should give our young men an adequate
training. Do not let them be idle! The
great advantage our eommon enemy has at
present is the number of trained men at
its disposal. In Germany, young men are
placed in ecamps where they are trained
thoronghly and efficiently, Thus a eomplete
machine iz operating against our Empire.

While the adaptability of our men is, T
helieve, far superior to that of any
other race, the period available for

their training is all toe short. We are en-
deavouring to train men to he qualified
engineers in & period of six months, and it
simply eannot be done. I am disappointed
that we are not turning out more machines
than at present, and the explanation is to he
found in the lack of skilled operatives.

The next matter to whieh I shall refer
concerns the department of the Minister for
Labour and Industrial Development. I am
glad to have some information, but in some
respects we should have more. For instance,
we find in the Speech the announcement
that two mnew fish-canning faetories have
commenced operations, one at Geraldton and
the other in Perth. T have no doubt that the
Geraldton factory will be financially suecess-
ful, beeause the proposal is to can crayfish
to take the place of an article imported from
Japan. T understand thot large quantities
of Japanese lobster and crab-meat were im-
ported, and in that instance the Geraldion
factory will provide a loeal product for
which there should be a great demand. A
previous attempt to establish a fish-canning
factory proved unavailing becaunse it could
not compete with the imported article. On
the other hand, I think the Minister should
look mere closely into the proposal to estab-
lish a fish-ennning faetory in Perth. Today
fish in the metropolitan aren is so highly
priced that the ordinary working man can-
not possilly buy it. I am afraid we shall
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aggravate the pesition if we are to put into
cans what fish is available. I have watched
the rise in the priee of fish, and, therefore,
1 consider the Government shounld be very
careful regarding this particular project, I
understand it is intended to can herring, for
which 4d. each has to be paid to-day.

Mr. Raphael: You are a bit mixed! The
proposal is not to can sea herring, but Swan
River herring.

The Minister for Labour: And Swan
River herring cannot be sold at all to-day.

Mvr. Raphael: No, not in the retail shops.

Hon, C. G.LATHAM : Here, then, is infor-
mation that I am prepared to accept. When
I diseuss this proposal with people, the first
thing they say is, “It is all right to can fish,
but we cannot get enough to eat as it is.”
They are right when they make such a state-
ment. Of course, if canning results in mak-
ing palatable fish that otherwise would not
he eonsumed, it is a different matter,

Mr. Raphael: That is the position.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: I notiee that we
have a lot of experts in this Honse! 1 under-
stand that the canning process softens the
hones of fish, and hence makes possible the
use of some that would not ofherwise be
xold.

Mr. Raphael: Why do you not discuss the
matter with Mr. Fraser?

Hon C. G. LATHAM: Fish is an import-
ant article of diet, for it contains some cle-
ments that are necessary for human life. I
hope we shall do everything possible to en-
able onr people to secure adequate supplies.

My, Berry: There are millions of fish at
Shark Bay. Why not bring them down to
the metropolitan area?

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: That was tried,
hut the priee was found to be too high.

Mr. Berry: Why not make an effort in
that direetion?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: A little while ago
T sent a man to the Minister with a proposatl
for finenecial assistance fo emable him to
carry out fishing at Onslow. The finance he
wanted was to enable him to purchase re-
frigerating plant so that he might bring the
fish down by boat. He was not suceessful in
his request for assistance. That man fold
me he conld supply fish to the metropolitan
market at half the price e¢harged then. His
frouble was that by the time he had hought
his boat and proeured his nets and other
gear, his capital was gone.

Mr. Sampson: Up to the present, all at-
tempts to establish this industry have failed,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: We have a wide
variety of industries referred to in the
Speech, and from the manufacture of
machines and the establishment of lish-
canning factories, we come to gas produecers.

Mr. Raphael: That should appesl to youn!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: We find in the
Speech the following statement—

The producer gas industry has continued to

miake progress. There are now over 3,000
pants in operation on motor vchicles in this
State, which is more than the total for all the
other States put together.
Dioes that mean that there ave 3,000 plants
manvfacturing gas producers, or that there
are 3,000 motor emrs with gas producers
installed ?

The Minister for Labour: 1t means thati
3,000 gas producers have heen installed on
motor ears.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Then the state-
ment in the Speech is badly worded! I am
pleased that Western Australia leads the
vest of Australin regurding the use of gas
producers. The trouble we experience in
this State is that, immediately we want some-
thing, we arve confronted with a shortage.
The difticulty now is fo sceure charcoal sup-
plies. The Government is doing something
in that matter, but I do not know how long
it will be before we can seeure adequate
supplies,

The Minister for Labour: It will take
three weeks.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Does that mean
that in three weeks’ time suflicient eharcoal
will be available?

The Minister for Labour: Yes.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Then Western
Australia has made a much more suceess-
ful attempt to provide a substitute fuel for
transport purposes than has any other State
in the Commonwealth. But here again we
are hampered becanse of the lack of skilled
labour for the manufacture of gas producer
units.

Mr. Rodoreda: The diffienlty is to secure
steel plates, .

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I think supplies
are available, because I know of one man
who has a contract for 800 gas producers.
He told me he had made arrangements for
the supply of steel plates, but his trouble
arpse from the lack of skilled labour to
enable him to turn the units out sufficiently
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quickly.  There may be some difliculty in
procuring the necessary equipment to fit the
producers to the motor ears. However, we
can do a great deal better, because we have
the scope here for the industry. Ineident-
ally, T hope we can rely npon the informa-
tion supplied by the Minister for Labour,
beeanse in u little while I shall ehallenge
a statement he made in this House in 1039
without, I think, recognising the responsi-
hility that should attach to such a state-
ment,

Mr. Needham: It has taken von a leng
time to t=ue your chalienge.

Hon. . G. LATHAM: The reason for
doing s0 lhas only just eropped uvp, I
accept the Minister's statement that we ean
speed up the production of charcoal. This
will help materiallv. Now I come to the
paragraph of the Speech dealing with the
mineral wealth of the State, as follows.—

Attention has also been given to the possi-
bility ot loeal phosphate rock deposits heing
mnde available to meet the phosphate require-
ments of the State,

1 do not know how serionsly we may take
that statement.  Over a very long period
there has heen a wreat deal of investigation
into the possibility of developing loeal phos-
phate deposits.  Investigations have heen
made of deposits in the Espernnce district
and of other deposits on the northern coast
townrds (teraldton, but neither scems to
lave been sufficiently attrictive to warrnnt
development. When we consider that onr ve-
quirements of phosphatie rock have ta he
loaded into ships, conveyed over the water
to this State, unteaded here and then trans-
ported to the couniry, there would seem to
be a good margin for working n loeal de-
posit from which the roek could be railed
direct to the works. Tf wp have a snitable
deposit of phosphatie rock, let ns use it
ax quiekly as possible, T the Minister will
1ell me where sueh n deposit exists, T will
undertake to get sufiicient lahour amongst

the farmers to develop it

The Minister for Lahour: We ave told
that the farmers are short of lahonr.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Their present joh
is unattractive, and if the Minister ecan
muke the produetion of superphesphate at-
tractive enongh hy cnabling them to get
phosphatic roek at a price that will pay,
sufficient lpbour will be forthecoming. The
trouble is that the farmers read sueh a
statement as the one T have quoted. The

Government says the phesphate is there and
is being investigated. I do not think the
Government should say that. We should
nake sure thot it is there.

The Minister for Labour: Surely il should
he investigated!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Does the Minister
know of any new supplies?

Mr. Berry: A trinl was made of some
rock Trom the Geraldton distriet.

Hon, . G. LATHAM: Yex, hut Lhere
is  very little of it. Some time agoe
a  concession was granted, but the con-
cessionnaire  found that the deposit was
not  profitabe. In  view of the prive
being  paid and the difliculty, of  get-
ting superphosphate, it the Government
knows of a deposit that is worth developing,
it should get on with the job. We shontd not
tatk until we know that it is satisfactory.

Mr. Patrick: The higgest deposit in the
Commonwealth is in the home town of the
AMinister for Laboar, bnt it ix of low grade.

Hon. . (i, LATTLAM : That is in Seuth
Australin, Another parageaph of the Spreech
reads—

The disposition of shipping must, therefore,

e maule in secordanee with the hest interests
of the wire effort, and in this conncction the
food requirements of Rritain take preecdence
over all other consilerations.
That relates to the diflicnliy ol gelting ship-
pingr {o transpart onr surplus products
overseis. [t is only natural in time of war
that the antherities in eontrol of shipping
should utilise tonnage to the best advautage
by seenring 1he hulk of requirements from
conntries whenee the journey is shortest.

We are informed by the Speceh that addi-
tional vond motar vehicles are in use and fur-
ther units ave on ovder.  Ave those vehieles
run with gas produeers or petrol?

The Minister for Raitways: Petrol! We are
trying oul Lhe gas producer.

Hon. . G. LATHAM: The gas producer
has heen Iried out on the buses for a long
time. Tuses so operated are running into
vour cleetorate, Mr. Speaker, and they have
heen on the road for a long time. Surely
there is no need {o try them out on the roads
around the metropolitan avea! Tf they were
intended for nse in the eountry distriets, some
trinl might be necessary. T appeal to the
Minister o help in this dircction because
this is a contribution that we can make to
the war offort. 1f we ave going to employ
additional buses, let us use the loeal fael.
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The Minister for Railways: We have two
or threc such huses.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Io a paragraph
dealing with the Novth-West we are told—

Due to war conditions, canning is being
undertaken, and the Wyndham Meatworks may
e expected to participate i this scheme next
syRoNn.

Not long ago, perhaps 10 or 11 years, meat
was canned at Wyndham. What has heecome
of that plant? Why is it not being used?

The Minister for the North-West : Because
there was no market for eanned meat,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Can we make
sausages at Wyndham? I understand there is
a big market for them. I helieve that
18,000,000 yards of sausages nre requived.

Mr. Cross: Only hecause meat is too dear.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The hon. member
made a pronise not to interject, but T knew
he conld not keep it. T understand that o
private concern is crecting a  refrigerator
plant at Derhy. 1Yoes the Minister know any-
thing about it?

The Minister for the North-Wesl: No!

Hon, (. G. LATHAM: Does the Minister
for Lands kuow anything about it?

The Minister Eor Lands: It is ot Broome.

Hon. . G. LATHAM: What do the pro-
moters propose to do?  Are they going to
et into pur business at Wyndham? We have
very little business there now.

The Minister for Lands: They cannot
operate e the same territory hecanze of
restrietions on accownt of discase and so
forth,

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: What is to pre-
vent the eattle being taken along the coast
to the north?

The Minister for Lands: Growers cannot
send eattle from the north if they are now
snpplying Wyndham,

Hon, . (i. LATHAM: Some years ago
there was diflienlty in getting any cattle from
the Kimberleys. One genius drew a line across
the north and left the pastoralists beyond
that line to starve, That has been altered.
Seemingly there has been only sufficient busi-
ness to keep one freezing or chilling estab-
lishment sapplied, This matter should be
carefully considered. I believe that power
exists te control sueh an undertaking. If we
have that power, we should know something
of what is being done at Broome.

The Xinister for the Notth-West: You
would not suggest that no encouragement
should be given to the promoters?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The Govern-
ment, with the liability it is earrying
and has been earrying at Wyndbam for
vears, should not make conditions worse by
giving encouragement to somehody else to
compete for the few cattle that are avail-
able. I will investigate this matter even
if T have to make a trip north after the
next eleetions. Under the hending ‘‘Native
Affairs,”’ we are told—

The Carrolup Scttlement in the Katanning
district has heen re-establislied and now com-
prises 100 children and 8¢ adult natives. Every
endeavour is being made to make it self-
supporting in food.

I do not know to what extent it will he

made self-supporting, The Carrolup Set-
tlement was at one time used by the State
as a native reserve. It was unprofitable at
the time it was disposed of, and I think
the State lost a fair amount of money by
hacking the farmers on it. They were glad
to met out and let the (overnment have
their land. The Government purchased it
and now proposes, with the aid of half-
caste labour, to make it self-supporting.
We shall see whether it is. If it turns out
=0, it will he the only venture the Govern-
ment has made self-supporting. It will be
worth watehing. The Minister for the
North-West might tell us cxactly what is
spent there, how mueh is spent per head of.
the population there, and the capitalisation
of the settlement. Then we will have some
idea of the actual cost.

The Minister for the Novth-West: The
maiter will benr investigation.

Hon. €. (. LATHAM: We have plenty
of mood Crown lands that ean produce
something, and that is the kind of country
we should put the natives on. Far teo
many nafives to-dav are becoming mendi-
cants heeanse they ecannot get work to do.
We ought to act in exactly the same way
as Now Zealond has acted with regard to
its Maori population. That can be done,
hut it eannot he done on the type of eoun-
try at the Moore River set(lement and the
Carrolup settlement.

The Minister for the XNorth-West: You
did the same thing, did vou not?

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: No! It was done
long hefore cither the Minister or I waa
thought of. It secems as if everything ia
to he blamed on to'me, T am like the young
boy of the family. However, this young
boy is heginning lo kick. T have already
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dealt- with the subjeet of teehnieal eduea-
tion. T am indeed glad fo learn that the
tiovernmenl will (o something in this re-
speet.  Let ws do ax mueh as we possibly
ean. Do not let the hoy leaving sehool
stand on the street eornev. It is our re-
sponsibility to make of him a eitizen, to
give him the epportunity. Money will have
to he fuund for that purpese. If a young
fellow who desires to beeome a tailov or a
plumber finds that he cannot get sneh em-
plovinent. he will drift into the easiest kind
of voeation. T appeal to the Government
to earry on that work as fast as it possibly
can.

Mr. Sampson: The Government has not
started yetf.

Hon. (., G. LATHAM : In this morning’s
paper 1 notice on altevation is proposed re-
garding the Premier’s Department. T hope
thiz wa~ arranged before the Premicr left.
T do not like 1o think that immediately the
Premier zoex out of the State, the Deputy
Premier savs, ‘‘T will make an alteration.’”
What I fail to understand about the altera-
tion is the (iovernment’s reason for wait-
ing until a man retires before starting to
economise. Fither there was no justifiea-
tion for the Premier’s Department before
the alteration was suggested, or theve is
instiieation now, The Premier’s Depart-
went is to be made o sub-department of the
Treasury. That is wmost extraordinary.
The head of the Premicr’s Department was
one of the very highest-paid eivil servants
in Western Australin. Now we suddenly
find that we were paving & man a very high
salary to eontrol that department, whereas
there was no need whatever for the de-
partment. T do not know whether the Pre-
mier’s Department should be made a sub-
department of the Treasury. The Govern-
ment knew for vears that the department
existed, but made no effort to furn it into
a sub-department. A committee could go
into that matter, and prohably save a good
deal of expenditure.

Mr. Raphael: You know the saying,
‘‘(ipvernments come and (Governments go,
but Shappy goes on forever,”

Hon. . @i, LATHAM: My, Shapeott is
an extraordinarily able man, and has been
a great help to every Premier nnder whom
he has served. Put immediately the pre-
sent Premier coes te a conference, an alter-
ation i~ made.

The Deputy Premier: T assure you it is
done with the knowledge of the Premier,

Mr. Hughes: We are not going to risk
another Shapeott!

Hen. €. (. LATHAM: Usuatly a party
holds what ix called a pre-sessional meeting
or eaucus mecting. On the 30th July a
cauens meeting was held by the (iovern-
ment party.

Mr. Wilson: How do yon know?

Hon, (. (i, LATHAXM: T do not know of
my own knowledge, I am in the huilding,
but 1 do net know all the seevet proeeed-
ings that zo on. T am not taken into the
conlidenee of the (Government to that ex-
tent. In the **West Australian’® of the
st July appears the following, under the
headings, ‘State  Labour Party—Petrol
Legisintion Problem’’ :—

At the conclusipn of the pre-sevsional meet-

ing of the State Porvliamentary Labour Party
yesterday afternoon, the chairman (Mr, W. D,
Jolmson, M.1.,A.) said that reference was made
to the need for members to bhe in attendance
at the opening time of ench sitting of Parlia-
ment in the fortheoming session, and to take
part in all (divisions,
What a bad example was set to the members
of the Labour Party on that first day! The
statement I have qguoted appears in the
morning paper, and yet, when the Ilouse
met, the hon. member himself was not pre.
sent. Hiv advier shonld be taken, but il
would be far better if the hon. membey him-
self would lead his party inte doing the
right thing, Ho is not in his seat now. I
am rather struek by the fact that this ad-
vice was deemed of suflicient importance to
be given to the public. The hon. member
himself iz the greatest offender in that re-
speet.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Leader of the

* Opposition mnst not refleet on the hon.

member.

Hen. C. G. LATHAM: T am not reflect-
ing, Sir. I only wish to say that all of us
ave at fault sometimes.

Mr. Needham: Youn mnst be bankrupt of
ideas.

Hon. C, G. LATHAM: In answer to the
hen. member interjecting I say that this was
deemed of sufficient importance to be given
proninence in the leading newspaper of the
State. Then the hon. member says I am
bankrupt of ideas. The other side is hank-
rupt, if that is all its members ean put up.
If the Labour Party is to have a mouthpiece



(5 Avausr, 1941.] 45

to speak for it, let us have something that
15 sensible and true. The report continues—

Mr. Johnson eaid that during the meeting
there was some discussion of the serious effects
of petrol restrictions, particularly in connection
with the goldmining industry and the North.
West and gencrally on the industries of the
State.

Surely the hon. member knows that there
is no restriction on petrol in the North-West.
If he does not know that, his knowledge is
extremely limited.

The Minister for the North-West: The re-
striction there is the restricted shipping,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Who is to blame
for that? The Government owns the vessels
running on the coast. The statement 1 have
quoted was intended to convey to the publie
that the Commonwealth Government was im-
posing restrictions on the North-West,
whereas it was not doing so. A little know-
ledge is a dangerous thing. The knowledge
of shipping on our coast, and of the North-
West, possessed by some members on the
Government side of the Chamber is extreme-
ly limited. Nearly all our petrol supplies
come from the North and are delivered on
the coast, That is what .was done on the
ship by which I travelled. It eannot be done
just at the moment, because there is now a
restriction of shipping between Sumatra and
this State. It is wrong to mislead the publie.

Mr. Fox: When did you travel on an oil
ship?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T did not say any-
thing about that. However, I do know that
cases of petrol were sent down here from
up there. As regards goldmining, arrange-
ments have been made to ensarc that the
people engaged in that industry siall have
sufficient petrol for their industry. The
Commonwealth Government realises that
prospectors and miners in isolated positions
where water has to be earted must be sup-
plied with petrol; and petrol will he supplied
to them.

The Minister for Railways: But they are
not getting sufficient.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T believe they will
get sufficient if they write in for it. The
Minister can hardly ezpect the Federal
Government, or any other Government,
when there is such a scarcity of petrol, to
say merely, “You can have all the petrol you
want.” So long as the petrol is used for the
industry, it will be supplied. We have that
assurance, The only people who will be
given an increase in the allotment that has

(3}

been made to this State are those engaged
in the primary industries,

I am sorry the member for Hannans {Mzr.
Leahy) is not present. He moved the
motion for the adoption of the Address-
in-reply on Thursday last, and in doing se
repeated statements that are being made
persistently by certain sections of the ecom-
munity.  Unfortunately, some people are
likely to believe those statements. I propose
to quote from the speech of the hon. mem-
ber and then to give the House my views.
The hon. member spoke about the men who
were going overseas and, after eulogising
their patriotism and calibre, he said—

The only regret I have is that our immense
constline is left undefended, and that appears
to be rather contradictory. Our population is
equal to threc persons to the aqusre mile, yet

owr men are sent overseas to act as shoek
troops.
Later, he said—

Does that mean we shall have to find some-
one who will come in and defend our shores in
order to prevent that foe from entering the
hack door of the Commonwealth of Australiaf
To me there appears to be something radieally
wrong with the whole system. I know and
admire the spirit that makes our men go over-
geas a9 shock troops. I admire that spirit. We
must remember, however, that we have some-
thing nt homec to proteet, and that we are
oppused to the most perfeet fighting machine
the civilised world has ever known,

The reason those men have gone oversens
is to protect Australia. There is no other
object. They prefer not to wait until the
cnemy eomes to Australia, but to stop him
wherever they can. The men who have gone
to Malaya, to the Mediterranean and to the
Middle East, have gone there hecause they
helteve these are the best places in which
to fight the enemy. Should we keep our
men in Australia and say to the rest of the
world that we are prepared to defend our
country by our own efforts? We conld not
do s0. The hon. member has not got the
right grip of the subjeet. OQur men have
gone overseas to the hottle-neck in the Bri-
tish and Dutch East Indies in order to de-
fend Australia. We eommend our soldiers
for going there. They were not sent, they
volunteered. The only compulsion is that
men must be trained in Australia to defend
Australia, and with that everyone agrees.
I desire to make it perfeetly clear that our
soldiers who have gone to the Mediterranean
and other places have gone there because
they believe those are the best places in which
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to attack the enemy. Anyone who has seen
active service knows full well that the last
thing we want is to have the war brought to
our own shores,

The member for Hannans also spoke
about our gold production, and we all agree
with him that the goldmining industry plays
an important part in the welfare of the
State. He said-—

Every ton of ore broken in 1940 averaged to
the State £2 175 4d. During 1940—this will
bhe news for Country Party members and
others . . ..

Country Party members have always ussisted
the goldmining industry in every way they
could, We necept responsibility in that
direction, becanse we know full well the
importance of the industry. All that we
attempted to do was to prevent the Labour
Gtovernment from tying up big reservations.
The Government at one time made big re-
servations for the benefit of a few people
who desired to prospect the reservations at
their convenience and to shut them against
prospectors, The member for Hannans also
referred to phosphates, The Government
might aseertain from him where these phos-
phates are loecated, so that they can be pro-
fitably exploited. Dealing with the search
for petroleum in the North, I am sorry the
Minister for Mines is absent, as I would
like him to give me some information that
has evidently heen supplied to him. He said
the Government was assisting to a consider-
able extent the Freney Kimberley Oil Com-
pany. That company is engaged in an ex-
tensive boring programme which, if suceess-
fully earried out, will prove most beneficial
to the State. From the plan that was put
before members when the Bill was before
the House, and from some papers which I
asked for last session, we found that onc
company had heen given a reservation of
154,000 square miles, and that that reserva-
tion surrounded the area being prospected by
the Freney Company. The latter company
claims to be the pionecr of oil searchers
in this State. That is admitted, and it
has spent a gveat deal of money in
the venture. 1 want to know the name
of the foreign company, or the wonderful
company to which the Minister referred.
He said it was one of the biggest oil com-
panies in the world, and had taken up an
immense area to explore for petrolenm in
pavable quantities. I want to know what
that company is doing. From the information

I have, that company is not doing nearly as
much as is the Freney Oil Company. The
former company is sitting on its reservation
with the object of letting the smaller com-
pany proceed with its boring and, if it is
suceessful, of reaping the benefit. This is
wnfair treatment., I am sorry the Minister
is not present to say whether I am right or
wrong. I will he the first to make amends
if T am wrong. I am aware the State Govern-
ment has nssisted the Freney Oil Company
finaneially.

The Deputy Premier: Why did not you
ask the Minister that question before broad-
casting your statement?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM:
was supplied last year.

The Deputy Premier: You say that this
company is sitting down waiting for the
Freney Oil Company to prospect. You will
find that that is all nonsense. Ask the Min-
ister a question.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Would you like
all sueh questions to be submitted on the
opening day? The Government will get
plenty of questions, if that is all the Deputy
Premier wants, However, I do not think it
desirable to ask those questions now. I think
we might disenss the matter dispassionately.

Mpr. Patrick: It was =aid that it wonld take
three years to make a survey.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I am not here to
defend the Commonwealth Government in its
method of taxing gold. I think it is wrong,
but it is admitted that one kind of company
cannot he taxed to the utmost of its profits
while another company is exempted. There
is some inconsistency and I know that is
the opinion expressed by a number of mem-
bers in this House. I propose to quote the
member for Hannans, He began with a re-
mark that annoyed me. He refarred to “the
colossal cheek of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment in imposing an iaiquitous tax wpon
produetion,” and stated that in doing so “the
Commonwealth Government attempted to do
more to kill the goldmining industry than
anyone else has done in the past 20 years.”
Then, referring to “a tax imposed on all
production,” he said —

The information

A measure of assistance has been seeuwred in
thot the prospector or the man working a low-
grade proposition has to realise a return of at
least 25 ounces hofore the tax is applicable to
his output. We had considerable diffienlty in
ehtnining cven that concession.
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The Deputy Premiier: You could not advo- dinary taxing methods? There must be a

vate a special tax on primary industry.

Hon. C. (i, LATILAM: Does the Minister

want me to believe that? He was o membey
of the Government that proposed a special
tax on the fruitgrowers of this comntry. 1
think the figure was 2s. Gd. an acre; 2 tervi-
fic amount! As I told the Minister previ-
ously, we are here to do the right thing for
the people, and noil what the people want us
to do. I object to the method the Commaon-
wealth Government has adopted to tax these
people. 1t is not right. But let us be con-
sistent.  If huge profits are made in any io-
dustry beeause of the war, and it is right
that the Commonwealth GGovernment should
tax those inereased profits, why shounld gold-
mining be exempied? Why should money be
sent Lo sharcholders in  the Old Country?
That is wrong. Why should they be exempt
from taxation? The method is at fault. At
the same time, they should net he free from
taxation,
Let us see exactly what the position was. T
found that Jast year the gold won was
L154,843 fine ounces.  Gold was at £0 an
onnee till the 25th August, 1939. It then
rose to £10 6s, 7d. and, after the declaration
of war on the 5th September, it immediately
rose to £10 125, 1d. We know very well how
important gold is when war oeeurs, aml
in this instanee the price inereased
immediately in antieipation of the war, and
after war was declaved it vose to €10 12s.
1d. The Commonweaith (overnment was
the only purchaser of gold. Let us remem-
ber that. Tt fixed the price at £10 14s, an
ounce. Tt said that anvthing over £9, whiech
was the price on the 23th August, 1939, it
would share on an equal hasis with the min-
ing companies. While ! consider that is a
wrong basis, do not let us forget that the
tax is not a tax on £9, but a tax on excess
profits of 50 per eent. over and above £9.

The Deputy Premier: The higher the
price paid, the lower the average grade of
ore that can he treated.

Hon, C, G, LATHAM: T know that. I
want the Minisier to wait. There must be
a profit of 30s. per ounee hefore the tax
operates, TIs that correct?

The Deputy Premier: How do you know
that it is a profit?

Hon. (. G. LATHAM : Because they de-
termine it. How dees the Minister know
the profit the CGlovernment taxes in its ot-

profit of 30s. an ounece before the tax oper-
ates. That statement is eorrect,

The Deputy Premnier: It is wrong.

Won. C. G. LATHAM : The first 25 cunces
are exempt. That is {o assist the small
prospector.  Surely the Minister does not
ahjeet to that?

The Peputy Premier: No!

thm. C. G, LATHAM : T should not think
he would. There must he n profit of 30s.
per ounce hefore fhe tax is imposed. We
hear a lot about the Federal tax on gold
and my contention ix that the Federal Gov-
ernment uses the wrong method. But it is
just as much entitled to take a tax from
profits on goldmining, where the profit is
earned hecause of the war, as it is to tax
profits earned in a somewhat similar way
by other concerns. I repeat, they have to
make a profit of 30s. hefore they are taxed.

The Deputy Premier: No! You do not
kmow what it cost to get that gold,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: But they know.
The Deputy Premier: No, they do not.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Of course they de!
The Deputy Premier: Not at all.

Hon. ¢. (+. LATHAM: The mining com-
panies know what it costs. T now propose
to tell the House what tax the State im-
poses on gold mining.

The Deputy Premier: We built up the
mining industry, and the Commonwealth
reaps the profits,

Hon, C. (i. LATHAM: I do not know
whether we are rvesponsible for the in-
creased price of gold. T do not think the
Ciovernment can take that credit, but it was
the inereased price of gold that built up
the mining industry in this State; that,
and nothing elze. Until the price of gold
went up, the production of gold was gradu-
ally dwindling: but, immediately the price
inereased, np went the production.

The Deputy Premier: We supplied water
at no eost during the bad period.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: We supplied water
in the endeavoir to maintain the industry,
but that was insufficient. The great at-
traction is the return for produce in pounds,
shillines and pence. That was what led
men to continue working on low-grade
shows. Let me return to the mining taxes
imposed hy the State. Therve is a company
tax of 2z, Gd. in the pound on profits.

The Deputy Premier: On profits!
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Hon, €. G, LATHAM: T used the word.
There was no need for the Deputy Premier
to repeat it. T have stated that I think the
Commonwealth’s method is wrong, but that
I consider the ¥ederal (fovernment quite as
justified in imposing a2 tax on gold as in
imposing a tax on any other industry whose
profits are due to the war. There is also
a State gold tax of 1s. 4d. and a hospital
tax of 135d. On adding those together, it
will he found that there is roughly a 20
per ceitt. tax imposed on goldmining profits
by the State Government, Lut we say noth-
ing ot that,

The Deputy Premier: The Common-
wealth Government taxes the output.

Hon. . (7. LATHAM: 1t taxes only that
over £, Do not let us islead the public,
It is the amount over and above £9 and not
the pntput.

Mr, Doney: You are showing that the
State tax s leavier than the Common-
wealth.

The Deputy ’remier: No, do not say that.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : Tt is higher. It is
laking more from the industry.

The Deputy Premier: The State?

Hon. C. G, LATIHHAM: Yes! Let the De-
puty Premier ascertain whal the company
tax and the goldmining tax are hringing in.

The Deputy Premier: The Commonwealih
is taking nearly a million a year.

Hon. C. G. TATHAM : Turning 1o another
matter, T have some notes which [ prepared
last night resarding traflic Lees, bt the
Minister has forestalled me iy the announee-
ment in this inorning’s paper about what he
proposes to do.

The Deputy Premier: For months we have
heen pressed to make an announecment.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: 1 am very glad
an announcement has bern made,  Mav 1
nsk the Minister when drafiing the Bill to
give vonsideration to covtain matters, Pri-
mary producers have been directed to get
their carting done as cheaply and with as
litile cost in imported fuel as possible. 1
ask the Minister to make provision for oc-
casional lieenses, if I may so designate them.
What 1 contemplate is a month-to-month
livense to eover the period necessary 1o en-
able farmers to cart their produee by means
of trailers. The produeers eavt their wheat
and wool over & very short period, less than
a month, Recently a man told me—and ]
heliove his statement—that he conld, by at-

taching a trailer to his Chevrolet runabeut,
cart three tons a day, hut to enable him to
do s0 e would have lo pay a license fee to
cover the full yenr although he required io
use a trailer for only a month.

The Deputy Premier: Uould he not take
out a license for a guarter?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: What T ask is
that provision should be made for an ocea-
sional license to cover a period of a month
ot so.  Of course, this will not affect the
metrepolitan area but only the country dis-
triets.  Such a provision would materially
nssist the producers. 1 do not wish to move
an anendment when the lewislation is before
the House, and for that reason I hope the
Minister will give some consideration to my
suggestion.

The Deputy Premier:
sulted the loeal authorities?

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: Yes, Some of
them have written to me on this matter, be-
enuse they desire some relief to be granted
to the produeers,

The Deputy Premier: They Lave writien
to me too, and L eun show youn the corves-
pondence.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: 1 know that some
who arve making uwse of gas preducers are
comiplaining ahont the high fees charged by
the Government, Some velief is to he pro-
vided, but these people shonld be reminded
that the man whoe uses petrol also pavs
high taxation, the proceeds of which ave used
for the maintenance of our roads. At the
same time the people T have in mind will
make n far greater use of the roads than
those who run their vchicles on imported
fucl. The farmer should he encouraged te
use trailers and the provision of an oven-
sional license would bave that effect. To
get produce to the muarkel as quickly as pox-
sible is essential, and if we are to convert
some of our wheat inlo power aleolio]l we
must assist in making that possible as
cheaply as we ¢an.

The Deputy Premicr: A charge of half.
rates for a trailer would nol be serious.

Hon. . G. LATHAL: There is no such
provision,

The Deputy Premier: Not for trailers?

Hon. C. G. LATIIAM: No, therc is for
trueks, but not for tvailers. TFor a lomy
time various road hoard anthorities have
written to me urging that something should
be done.

Have yvou con-
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The Deputy Premier: | will go into ths
matter.

IHen. C. G. LATHAM: I am glad that
the Minister will do so beenuse assistanc
along the lines | suggest will prove bene-
fiein) duoring the short earting peried.

I do not know whether the Minister for
Jands proposes to take action in the matter,
but T would like statutory power given to
local authorities, or to some other ovganisa-
tion, to set up local committers in various
districts to look after the interests of the
men who bave enlisted for serviee overseas.
I do not want any suech movement confined
to the country areas; its application should
e as wide as possible.  Such loeal com-
mittees could look after the interests of
men during their absence. YWhen the soldiers
refurned from the 191418 war, they found
that their properties had suffered, their
plamt had been stolen and their farns looted,
We shonld see to it that that experience is
not repeated. The interests of those now on
active serviee should he conserved. For in-
stance, if 2 man has a business and leaves
his wife in charge while he is overseas, some
anthority should he available for her to con-
snlt so that her husband’s assets would he
maintained. On the goldfields this would
apply to prospeetors who have enlisted. T
helieve that retnrned soldiers and other locul
people could form a committee with the
vhject that T have indicated. I trnst the
Government will consider this sugpestion
favourably.

There is one other matter to which I
desire to refer. I propose to leave to indivi-
dual Country Party members the task of
dealing with eonditions that prevail in their
electorates.  The Minister for Lands knows
the position regarding mavkets for the pro-
tluets of the wheatgrower, the mest-producer
and the hutter people in the South-West.
A difficnlt problem will eonfront us in the
future, and we must provide that as much
as possible of those produects is eonsumed
loeally. Tnless that is done, the pasition
will become extremely servious. While the
Commonwealth Government has heavy re-
sponsibilities to shoulder at the present june-
tnre, s0 has the State Government., Both the
Commonwealth and the State Governments
will suffer if the produeers wo to the wall
hecause of the impossibility of seenring mar-
kets for their output. T trust the Minister
will he able to furnish some idea of the

intentions of the Government on this mat-
ter. The Commonwealth Government has
suaranteed a price for wheat this year, but
I do not know what is propesed regarding
the future. Only a small quantity of our
wheat will be uotilised for the production of
power aleohol.

Earlier I informed the Minister for
Labour that T proposed to attack him. The
next time he gives the House information
1 trust he will satisfy himself that the advice
he has received is correct. When the fair
rents Bill was hefore the House for eon-
gideration, I pointed out that it contained
one provision, the effect of which would be
to extend the period of leases. The Minister
informed me that that was not a fact. Since
that legislation has become operative, I
understand that some of our legal authovities
say that Parlinment definitely did extend,
by means of that measure, leases heyond
the period for which they were granted.
The Alinister said that he had consnlted the
Crown Law authorities who had informed
him that bevond doubt the Bill would not
extend the period of leases. Now we find
that the coffect of the legislation has been
to extend them. Either the Minister did
not eonsnlt the proper Crown Law officer
or he did not make the necessary inquiries.
He gave me an undertaking that he would
look into the matter and, if necessary, have
an amendment moved in the Legislative
Council. That ecourse was not adopted.
Now I understand a number of Supreme
Court actions are to be launched. Parlia-
ment should not pass legislation having
any snch effeet. For instance, it was
not intended to estend the leases for hotels.
which form of business to-day is probally
more profitable than is any other in the
State, hevond 1941, when they normally
would have expired. 1t was never intended
that those leases should he cxtended in-
definitely. We should remedy that position,
and I hope the Minister will do so. The
mistake is his,

My. Hughes: A tenant can terminate a
lease when he chooses.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I do not want the
tenant to do that; I want the landlord to have
that right.

Mr. Hughes: So that he may charge n
higher rental under the new lease?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It would not have
that effect, beeause rents were fixed as at
August, 1939,
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Mr. Hnghes: 1€ you take the provision ont
of the Act, that will not be so.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : Tt was not intended
to extend leases in such a manner.

Mv. Hughes: Of course it was.

Hon. C, G. LATHAM : Evidentty the metn-
ber for East Perth knew the position when
I drew attention to the point, but he had
nothing to say about the matter. 1 have
looked up the “Hansard” report of the de-
bate, and have asecrtained that the hon. mem-
ber had nothing lo say at the time. In the
meantime the hotel business has become very
profitable,

Mr. Hughes: The member for East Perth
is not in favour of increasing rentals.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : Nor am I, and that
is why I supported the legislation, but I do
not think that leases should be extended he-
yond the period of the eontraet, unless there
were good reasons for that course. In some
instances the lenses were sold before we
passed the measnre, hut the tenants will not
hand over.

Mr. Hughes: The Supreme Court eould
compel them to do so.

Hom. C. G. LATHAM: I do not intend to
argue the matter further, One case was de-
eided in Bunbury and the probabhility is that
the fair rents Act was pleaded as a statute
bar, bot that was overridden by the jodge.
Other States, in framing their legislation, ex-
eluded certain leases, and we should have
done likewise. As regards the extension of
the leases, we could have left the vental part
as it was before.

The Minister for Labour: When the lease
expires, the landlord takes possession.

Hon. C. 3. LATHAM: But seme lawyers
say otherwise. If the Minister consulted some
of the Crown Law officers, I think they would
give a similar opinion,

T hope the Government will accept the offer
I have made. We on this side of the House
desire to help in every way possible. Our
first thought is to do all we ecan
in an honorary or other eapacity to
assist the war effort. We shall assist the
Government to the fullest extent to
eut down expenditure by preventing
waste, so that we shall have the full benefit
of the money raised by tazation. We desive
to belp the primary producers, whe pro
bably find themselves in 2 worse plight than
ever before. Anything we ean do to assist in

matters of post-war rehabilitation will be
done. I hope the Government will aceept my
offer on behalf of this side of the House,

On motion by Mr.
journed.

Needham, debate ad-

House adjourned at 0. L3 p.m.

Legislative Council,
Wednesday, Gth August, 1941,
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QUESTION—DEFENCE, INTERNEES.
Hurrey, Land Clearing, Potato Growing.

Hon. H. V. PIKSSE asked the Chief See-
retary: 1, What area of land has been
cleared by internces in the Harvey districi?
2, How much of this ¢leared land has been
planted with potatoes for the spring erop?
3, What action has been taken by the Gos-
ernment to assist in the planting- of these
erops? 4, Has the Government full kuow-
ledge of the sitnation vegayding the planting
of these erops?

The CHI1EF SECRETARY replied: I,
We have no authentie information hut un-
derstand about 53 acres have heen cleared.
2, It was intended to plant 46 acres but our
last information was to the effeet that 22
acres have been planted. 3, The Department
of Agriculture was asked for and gave ad-
viee in respeet to the suoitability of soil,
preparation of seed and methods of plant-
ing. 4, Yes. A protest was lodged when it
was considered that the avea to be planted
would produee erops exceeding the likely
requirements for the internees’ eamp.



